thriller ..
heads for
big screen

century, aiming nakedly at the film,
music and video game generation.’

The author explains, “After years of
reading dark-night-of-the-soul litera-
ture as a book reviewer, 1 got bored
and decided | wanted to have a litte
fun. Lots of fun, in fact. So I set out
to create a word that was the equiva-
lent of my favourite rock tunes - the
Faces, AC/DC, the Stones.

“When something got boring, 1
binned it. If it was funny, I grew it. If
it didn’t move fast enough, I cut it.

“I wrote the novel to feel cinematic,
with short episodes that you could
take and leave. I built it so that, if
you had to, it could be read in short
bursts. In that sense it’s very modern
but, as always, the story has to be
strong enough to make you want to
keep going. .

“I want this book to be like the best
night out you've ever had - outra-
geous, wild and full of good memo-
ries,

“If people find something more in
it, then fine. I've already seen things
from the book come true in real life;
piracy in the Indian Ocean; oil dis-
putes off West Africa; Russian com-
mandos boarding freighters. For
all our sakes, 1 only hope the book’s
main plot doesn’t come true.”

ZETOUS Weapons.
“I just took that premise and ran
with it based on my limited knowl-

No onl;‘-is more surprised by the
success of Stealing Fire than Sterling
himself. The first print run, launched
air side at Edinburgh Airport a cou-
ple of months back, quickly selling
out. A second run has just hit shelves

in bookshops around the Capital this
week.

Sterling recalls, “The guys at Leam-
ington Books, my publishers, have
connections at the airport and had
arranged distribution with WH Smith
so the next logical step was a launch
event.

“We had champagne and bemused
travellers on early-moming flights
getting handed copies of the book. It
Wwas amazing.
“Actually getting Stealing Fire

blished was unusually easy for me
g:cause 1 already knew the editors at
Leamington from readings and par-
ties I'd attended in Edinburgh.

“They asked me what 1 was up
to and | told them I was writing a
thriller. They asked to see it and three
months later we were in business.”

Not just in business, but with a sell-
out on their hands.

“Four hundred copies of the novel
sold in the first week. I was amazed
- I didn’t know my mum could afford
to order that many on Amazon,” Ster-
ling laughs.

“Seriouslv though. it was verv flat-
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the world in a variety of jobs and fulfill-
ing a life-long dream.

“1 had always dreamed of coming to
live in Edinburgh one day, to discover
my Scottishness,” he explains. “I know
it's a cliche, but it’s such a beautiful city.
And the people are great.”

It's also the perfect sewting for a
novel...

He laughs, “I think Mr Rankin and
Professor McCall-Smith have got
that one nailed. Actually, I picked
up Trainspotting again today, and
I think between those three guys
you’d be hard placed to find a street
that hasn’t got a murder, tea party
or drug deal set in it. Maybe Drum-
sheugh Gardens? Wait - I can feel
a plot coming on...”

In the meantime, however,
Sterling’s cinematic approach
may be about to pay dividends.

“Stealing Fire has been short-
listed for a prize at the Rome
Film Festival,” he reveals. “If it
wins, the film rights will be put
up for auction.”

Keeping him busy unil
then will be Sterling’s second




